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COURTHOUSE COLLABORATION AGREEMENT 

This Courthouse Collaboration Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into this 2nd day of April, 
2025 (“Effective Date”), by and between the City of Ellsworth, a body politic and corporate 
with a mailing address of 1 City Hall Plaza, Ellsworth, ME 04605 (“City”) Alice B. Wardwell,
an individual with a mailing address of 343 Main Street, Ellsworth, ME 04605 (“Mrs. 
Wardwell”)  and the State of Maine, acting by and through the Maine Judicial Branch, with a 
mailing address of 125 Presumpscot Street, P.O. Box 4820, Portland, ME 04112-4820 (“Judicial 
Branch”) (each a “Party” and collectively the “Parties”). 

RECITALS 

A. WHEREAS, the Judicial Branch received approval from the Maine State Legislature to 
build a new judicial center for Hancock County on a 17.9-acre property located at 120 
Surry Road, Ellsworth, Hancock County, Maine (“Surry Road Property

B. WHEREAS, the Judicial Branch acquired the Surry Road Property by Quitclaim with 
Covenant Deed of SFS Development, LLC, dated March 12, 2024, and recorded in the 
Hancock County Registry of Deeds (“Registry”) in Book 7314, Page 166 for the purposes 
of building the new judicial center (“New Courthouse”)

C. WHEREAS, the City requested that the Judicial Branch locate the New Courthouse on a 
17.9-acre portion of Ellsworth Tax Map 21, Lot 15, owned by Mrs. Wardwell by deed 
dated June 16, 2022, and recorded in the Registry in Book 7213, Page 915, and accessed 
by a private right of way known as Long Lane (said portion being the “Wardwell 
Property”) instead of on the Surry Road Property

D. WHEREAS, the Judicial Branch believes that the Wardwell Property is an adequate 
location for the New Courthouse if the Wardwell Property is connected to public roads 

 
E. WHEREAS, the Judicial Branch desires to collaborate with the City and to build the New 

Courthouse on the Wardwell Property so long as (i) the City facilitates a land swap 
between Mrs. Wardwell and the Judicial Branch, (ii) the City acquires a right of way for 
access to the Wardwell Property over Merrill Lane and an extension thereof from High 
Street to the Wardwell Property as shown on the Preliminary Plan (defined below) 
(“Merrill Lane”), and (iii) the City builds a road and installs utilities over Merrill Lane for 
access to and construction of the New Courthouse by the Judicial Branch on a timeline 
acceptable to the Judicial Branch

F. WHEREAS, Mrs. Wardwell is open to swapping the Surry Road Property for the 
Wardwell Property and to further collaborating with the City and Judicial Branch by (i) 
conveying to the City fee interest in the land adjacent to the Wardwell Property for 
Merrill Lane as depicted on the Preliminary Plan (defined below) while reserving an 
easement appurtenant to all portions of her remaining land to use said Merrill Lane for all 
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[Signature page follows.] 
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