
What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

1 Visitor; Unsure Once or Twice Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Liability 
Insurance;Parking;

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important

2 Year-round Resident; Yes Never Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Liability 
Insurance;Parking;Allowable 
Occupancy;Bedroom Count;Proof 
of Ownership;Local Emergency 
Contact;Contact Info;

Important Important Important Important Important

3 Property Owner; No Never Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable Occupancy;

Important Important Unsure Important Unsure Important Not Important Important

4 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Business 
Owner;Interested Citizen;

Yes Once or Twice Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;

Important Important Important Important Important Important

5 Property Owner; No Never Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Allowable Occupancy;

Important Important Important Important

6 Residential Tenant; Unsure Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important

7 Property Owner; Yes Once or Twice Somewhat Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Local Emergency 
Contact;

Important Important Important Important Important Unsure Unsure Important

8 Property Owner;Business 
Owner;

Yes Frequently Very Positive Encourage More No Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

9 Property Owner;STR 
Owner/Operator;Year-round 
Resident;Long-term 
Landlord;Business Owner;

Yes Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;

Important Important Unsure Not Important Not Important

10 Property Owner; Yes Never Very Positive Encourage More No Nothing it's their property leave 
them alone

Important Important Not Important Not Important

11 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR 
Owner/Operator;Business 
Owner;Interested Citizen;

Yes Frequently Very Positive Encourage More No None. This will destroy the 
business in this town;

Important Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

12 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen;

Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?



Colu
mn1

Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

1 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Option 
3Reduced for Owner-
occupied;

Yes Peace & quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security;

Yes Fairness for 
Hosts;Preserve 
Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;

2 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties;

No Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Effective 
Enforcement;Protectin
g Neighborhood 
Character;

3 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Safety & Security;Peace 
& Quiet;Walkability;

No Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Effective 
Enforcement;

More STRs mean fewer housing options for people who 
live in the community year round. 

Make STR permits mandatory, cap total STR permits 
issued in the city, and fine anyone with a STR that 
doesn’t have a permit. 

4 Initial Only No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Unsure;

Yes Local Neighborhood 
Businesses;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties;

No Keeping government 
eyes off our property 
and out of our wallets;

Property owners are just trying to c9ver the costs of 
upkeep and TAXES on the property they own. More 
regulation and fees are going to impact their ability to 
do so

Firing half of the employees
Fixing the budget so taxes dont jump yearly
Making manager and elected office with residence 
requirements 

We are already paying too much in property taxes. 
Doubling that every 7 to 10 years with9ut a huge 
increase in population is part of the problem. You are 
taxing 0eople out of the area. 

5 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Annual Flat 
Fee;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Well 
Maintained Properties;

No Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Effective 
Enforcement;

Limit STRs to keep properly values reasonable. Conduct 
inspections and collect annual fees.

6 Annually Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Annual Flat 
Fee;

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Stable 
Neighbors;

Yes Preserve Housing; STR reduces the opportunity for the local community to 
find housing, it also causes local residents to lose 
housing, and impacts the rental market. This has created 
your community to lose affordable housing. Children 
and families in your community shouldn't face 
homelessness because you want to cater to the 

See above See above

7 Initial Only No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually;

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security;Walkability;

No Guest Safety;Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement;

They are forcing locals out of year round housing. Short 
term rentals should be banned unless in an owner 
occupied unit or 1/2 units year round.

Housing affordability. And lowering taxes for single 
family homes.

Lower taxes please

8 No Inspections No No Local Neighborhood 
Businesses;

No Support Tourism; This city relies on tourism. Don't try to fix something that 
isn't broken. We are a destination for investment 
currently. If you try to regulate STR we will no longer be.

Do not try to regulate STR You will have to hire multiple additional positions to 
manage regulations that already exist under normal 
building code. 

9 No Inspections No Annual Flat 
Fee;Unsure;

Yes Well Maintained 
Properties;Walkability;

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support Tourism;

STR owners and other small business owners should be 
viewed as the front line sales team for downtown 
Ellsworth. We should be encouraging and celebrating 
how local rentals effectively capture tourism spend that 
would otherwise bypass our city for bar harbor. I am 
concerned that imposing further restrictions or 

What specific problem is the city trying to solve? Why 
aren’t nuisance and building codes that already exist not 
sufficient? What impacts would regulation and potential 
restriction have on local businesses that depend on 
visitor traffic?

10 Initial Only No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Unsure;

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Local 
Neighborhood 
Businesses;

No Property owners rights; Property owners rights More visitors is more business 

11 No Inspections No No Peace & Quiet;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Stable 
Neighbors;

No Support Tourism;Guest 
Safety;Fairness for 
Hosts;

STR bring a tremendous amount of business to the city 
and if you regulate them, you will destroy that business 

This is NOT a fix for your overspending problem You have dozens of run down dilapidated houses and 
you have done nothing about those. Fix that problem 
first before causing problems for the STR market in town 

12 Annually Yes Annual Flat Fee;Per 
Unit Annually;

Yes Stable 
Neighbors;Safety & 
Security;Housing 
Affordability;

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement;Protectin
g Neighborhood 
Character;

We already have a housing shortage. We need 
employees but people can’t afford to live here and all 
other options are eaten up by STRs. It’s unsustainable 
and unfair. 



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

13 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;

No Once or Twice Somewhat Negative Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Required safety equal to 
hotel and Inn property ;

Important Important Important Important

14 Business Owner; No Occasionally Very Positive Current is About Right No Proof of Ownership;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important Important Important Not Important Important

15 Property Owner; Yes Once or Twice Somewhat Negative Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Local Emergency 
Contact;Notice to nearby/abutting 
neighbors ;

Important Important Important Important Important Important

16 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen;

Yes Never Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Seasonal or year-round;

17 Residential Tenant; No Once or Twice Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important Important

18 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR Owner/Operator;

Yes Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Bedroom Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important Important Important Important

19 Property Owner;Long-term 
Landlord;STR 
Owner/Operator;Year-round 
Resident;Business Owner;

Yes Occasionally Somewhat Positive Encourage More No No added regulation ; Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Unsure;Important;Not 
Important;

20 Year-round Resident; Yes Never Somewhat Negative Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Local Emergency 
Contact;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;

Important Important Important Important Unsure Important Unsure Important;Unsure;Not 
Important;



Colu
mn1

Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

13 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Safety & Security;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Stable 
Neighbors;

Yes Guest Safety;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;

These are essentially lodging facilities and should be 
REQUIRED to provide the same standards, licenses, taxes 
and accountability that any hotel motel or B&B has to 
provide the city, and safety inspectors with. 
Our smaller hotels and B&Bs now advertise on STR sites 
but are required to have way more fees, inspections, up 
to date safety standards and more.  
A fair playing field for standard lodging licenses and STRs 
may actually pull some rental properties off the STR sites 

Ellsworth

14 No Inspections No Annual Flat 
Fee;Unsure;

Yes Sense of 
Community;Safety & 
Security;

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Fairness for 
Hosts;

While I understand the desire for people to want to 
regulate STR's they are very necessary. The guests bring 
a very large amount of money into the area. The guests 
are spending money at local grocery stores, eating at 
local restaurants, shopping at local merchants, and 
supporting local breweries. There are also many 
properties that are currently STR's that would fall into 
disrepair otherwise as they are not feasible as 
"affordable housing". It is also important to remember 
that Ellsworth is very late to the party in potentially 
choosing to regulate these at this point. Many people 
have successful businesses that are STR based and 
choosing to make them jump through hoops at this 
point to maintain their business does not make Ellsworth 
"friendly" as the new narrative claims. It also doesn't just 
effect the owners of STR's as there are many businesses 
that thrive off of servicing the needs of the STR 
businesses. 

Everybody is effected by STR's but that doesn't mean 
that it is negative. Many businesses throughout Hancock 
County are supported by STR's and it would be very 
detrimental to the whole county for STR's to be limited 
or to make the process more difficult. If the City wanted 
to control and regulate them it should have been done 
way before now. They are a huge benefit to the City and 
the benefits far outweigh the negatives.

While I feel it would be acceptable for the City to have 
some oversight in making sure the STR's are compliant 
to applicable codes, that is where I feel the  oversight 
should stop. The free market can regulate the rest. If the 
demand is available,  then the STR's will  prosper, if the 
demand decreases the best will survive. By nature the 
market regulates itself and government oversight is 
unnecessary. Almost all the STR's are very concerned 
about the ratings that guests give, so by nature the vast 
majority of owners want safe, well maintained, clean 
properties. I have seen firsthand that guests complain 
when things are not safe or well maintained, so again 
the market will self correct. If the availability of STR's 
does not meet demand, the people that rent them will 
go elsewhere. With them goes their money, so any 
regulation needs to be very well thought out as there 
are very real consequences surrounding this topic. Real 
world consequences that go far beyond the City's 

15 Annually Yes Annual Flat Fee;Per 
Unit Annually;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Stable 
Neighbors;Safety & 
Security;

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;

When placed in residential areas, becomes more like a 
hotel business rather than a neighborhood.  Ensure 
abutting property owners are notified and able to voice 
concerns. 

16 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Annual Flat 
Fee;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Stable 
Neighbors;Walkability;

Yes Effective 
Enforcement;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Preserve 
Housing;

STRs will continue to grow in number. It's already 
happened in my neighborhood, and the effect is not 
pleasant. Especially the units that cater to larger crowds, 
like 10-15 people. They get rowdy, drive fast on our 
narrow dirt roads, and leave trash behind.

I really appreciate that the City is finally taking some 
interest and hopefully some action on this important 
issue.

17 Annually Yes Annual Flat Fee;Per 
Unit Annually;

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Stable 
Neighbors;Safety & 
Security;

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement;Protectin
g Neighborhood 
Character;

The amount of STRs are limiting the amount of houses 
available to buy in Ellsworth which is raising the prices. 
People are constantly trying to find affordable homes in 
Ellsworth and STRs are stopping families from being able 
to live in Ellsworth.

18 Initial Only No Unsure;Reduced Fee if 
the Property is Owner-
occupied;

Yes Safety & Security;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Sense of 
Community;

No Guest Safety;Support 
Tourism;Fairness for 
Hosts;

Lake property taxes too high and property would not be 
available for year round housing.

The reason for STR is to pay taxes on our retirement 
income.

We have been a STR property owner for 3 years and we 
have met the most wonderful families and people. They 
are dining, shopping, attending local events boosting the 
local economy. We limit the guest to six people. We 
installed a new septic system. We have all the safety 
features such as fire extinguisher, smoke alarm, carbon 
monoxide detectors, lit walkways, liability policy, and 
appliance instrumentation manual. We are retirees and 
the extra income pays high lake front taxes, make 

19 No Inspections No Unsure;Reduced Fee if 
the Property is Owner-
occupied;

Unsure Local Neighborhood 
Businesses;Peace & 
Quiet;

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support 
Tourism;Reducing costs 
for property owners;

To allow property owners to have the freedom to use 
thier property as they wish. I make sure there are no 
additional hoops amd fees so that owners can afford to 
keep thier property.

No addedregululation These types of regulation cause property owners to not 
afford or eventually not allowed to make the money off 
a property. This is the only way thier high property tax 
can be afforded.

20 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Annual Flat 
Fee;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties;

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Effective 
Enforcement;

The effect they take on neighborhoods. Speeding traffic, 
smoke from outside fires, and empty houses during the 
winter.

A portion of revenue that they would generate should 
be applied to things like public restrooms, public parks, 
and anything else that would enhance the comfort level 
of the City.

Concern over lack of public housing for year round 
residents.



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

21 Property Owner; No Once or Twice Very Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

No Liability 
Insurance;Parking;Allowable 
Occupancy;Bedroom Count;Proof 
of Ownership;Local Emergency 
Contact;Contact Info;

Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Important

22 Property Owner; Yes Once or Twice Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;

Important Unsure

23 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Business Owner;

Yes Occasionally Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

24 Property Owner; Yes Once or Twice Very Positive Encourage More No It’s not the government’s business 
to manage one’s short term rental;

Important Important

25 Property Owner; Unsure Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Allowable 
Occupancy;Liability 
Insurance;Parking;

Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

26 Residential Tenant;Year-round 
Resident;

Unsure Never Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important

27 Property Owner; Yes Once or Twice Somewhat Negative Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important

28 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;

Yes Once or Twice Very Positive Encourage More No No regulations- stay out of private 
landowners business;

Unsure Unsure Not Important Unsure; Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

29 Residential Tenant;Year-round 
Resident;

Unsure Never Somewhat Negative Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Liability 
Insurance;Parking;Local Emergency 
Contact;

Important Important Important Important Important Important Unsure Important

30 Property Owner; No Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important

31 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen;

Unsure Never Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;

Not Important



Colu
mn1

Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

21 Initial Only No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Annual Flat 
Fee;

Yes Stable Neighbors;Sense 
of Community;Well 
Maintained Properties;

No Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Fairness 
for Hosts;

Housing availability Host expenses 

22 Unsure Unsure;Reduced Fee if 
the Property is Owner-
occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Sense of 
Community;

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Guest 
Safety;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;

Please keep in mind that neighborhoods are more than 
places to count ‘heads in beds’—they are communities 
where people live year-round. I support property 
owners’ rights and recognize that short-term rentals are 
important to our local economy. I do feel there is also a 
responsibility to preserve safe, stable residential 
neighborhoods. As the number of STRs increases, there 
is a gradual loss of community, more traffic and parking 
issues, and a feeling that neighborhoods are becoming 
commercial rather than residential- this has occurred on 
Chapel st over the past 6+ years.All policies should strive 
to balance tourism with the quality of life of full-time 
residents.

One practical thing I keep coming back to would be 
requiring every STR to have a publicly available local 
contact person who can respond quickly to concerns, 
similar to how businesses designate a responsible 
contact to the police/ city. Most STR owners and guests 
are respectful, but when problems arise, neighbors 
should know who to call before contacting police or the 
City. Even knowing there is a contact provides peace of 
mind!  I would love The City to monitor the 
concentration of STRs in neighborhoods to ensure 
accurate data of where STR are embedded in 
neighborhoods, making the neighborhood more of a 
business district, 

I appreciate that the City is asking for public input. I 
don’t believe this issue is about choosing between 
tourism and residents—we need both. Ellsworth benefits 
from visitors, but it also depends on strong 
neighborhoods where people know one another and 
feel comfortable having the windows open, sitting in the 
back yard, walking their streets, and investing in their 
homes. I hope the City adopts thoughtful policies that 
support responsible STR operators while also preserving 
/ supporting the sense of community that makes 
Ellsworth such a desirable place to live and visit.

23 Annually Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually;

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Stable 
Neighbors;

Yes Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;

Short term rentals remove housing opportunities for 
people that live here or want to live here

24 No Inspections No No Well Maintained 
Properties;

No Fewer regulations and 
government oversight;

It is not the city’s job to do anything about them. More 
regulations are not how you improve the city. Stop 
wasting money and getting into people’s business.

You should consider jobs outside of government if you 
think it’s okay to add regulations to short term rentals.

25 Initial Only Yes Annual Flat Fee;Per 
Unit Annually;

No Safety & Security;Sense 
of Community;Ability 
to use my property as i 
see fit;

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Proper taxation 
of all income 
generating properties ;

STRs should not be regulated but taxed as STRs based in 
income and expenses and pay personal property tax 

If you don't like what someone else is doing on thier 
property don't look 

People need to mind their own business unless they are 
paying the taxes

26 Every Few Years Yes Annual Flat Fee;Per 
Unit Annually;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;

Yes Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;

27 Initial Only Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Stable 
Neighbors;Safety & 
Security;

Yes Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;

Each new STR takes housing away from the local 
community. 

Money collected from permits would pay for admin 
costs and could also pay for improvements not covered 
in the budget. 

I appreciate that the STR property owners have 
improved the homes in our neighborhood. We are lucky 
that they seem to host people that don’t cause any 
issues. It could however change very quickly if rules are 
not put into place protecting property owners and 
neighborhood residents. 

28 Complaint Based No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Unsure;

No Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Housing 
Affordability;

No Fairness for Hosts;Stay 
out of private 
ownership rights;

Not your concern. Stay out of private owner rights Limiting or interfering with folks trying to rent str is 
wrong. The only option for paying outrageous property 
taxes is str.

29 Complaint Based Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Local 
Neighborhood 
Businesses;Walkability;

Unsure Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Effective 
Enforcement;

30 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;

Unsure Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;

Year round need needs to be met before short term 
rentals should be allowed.

31 Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Unsure;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Sense of 
Community;Safety & 
Security;

Unsure Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;

Balancing conflicting interests Limiting neighborhood intrusion and how you can 
regulate use while honoring individual property rights.

Unfortunately, the ranking/selection of safety issue 
questions completely malfunctioned. Disappointing to 
see the survey on the street with significant errors in the 
presentation.
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(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

32 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;

No Never Somewhat Negative Unsure Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important Important

33 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;

Yes Once or Twice Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important

34 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR Owner/Operator;

Yes Frequently Very Positive Current is About Right Unsure Allowable Occupancy; Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Important Unsure; Important

35 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR 
Owner/Operator;Long-term 
Landlord;Business Owner;

No Once or Twice Very Positive Current is About Right No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Liability Insurance;

Important

36 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Business 
Owner;Interested Citizen;

No Once or Twice Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important

37 Interested Citizen; Unsure Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important

38 Property Owner;Business 
Owner;STR 
Owner/Operator;Year-round 
Resident;

Yes Occasionally Somewhat Positive Encourage More No Important Important Not Important Unsure Unsure Unsure Unsure Unsure

39 Year-round Resident;Interested 
Citizen;

No Occasionally Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Proof of Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Liability Insurance;Local 
Emergency Contact;Contact 
Info;Parking;

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important

40 Residential Tenant;Interested 
Citizen;

Unsure Once or Twice Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Bedroom Count;

Important Important Important Important

41 Property Owner; Yes Never Somewhat Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;

42 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen;

Yes Occasionally Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Unsure Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Bedroom Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;



Colu
mn1

Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

32 Initial Only Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Stable 
Neighbors;

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;

33 Initial Only Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Sense of 
Community;

Yes Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;

Does the STR take away from affordable housing for 
locals 

Ellsworth

34 No Inspections No Per Unit 
Annually;Unsure;

No Safety & Security;Sense 
of Community;Housing 
Affordability;

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support Tourism;

It’s the livelihood of str owners, which is good for the 
community

35 Initial Only Unsure Annual Flat 
Fee;Unsure;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security;

No Guest Safety;Preserve 
Housing;

That short term rentals are offsetting costs for local 
families

36 Initial Only No Annual Flat 
Fee;Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties;

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Guest 
Safety;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;

Taxes are already high, so little to no fees should be 
applied to hosts; however STRs should be held to a 
certain general standard as additional lodging options to 
traditional hotel/motels here in Ellsworth. People should 
be able to do what they want with their own property 
without being financially squeezed more than we all 
already are, but if they are going to operate as a lodging 
business there should be a basic requirement to make 
sure the property is equipped to safely accommodate 
guests - as any other lodging business would have to do. 

37 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;Walkability
;

Unsure Preserve 
Housing;service 
residents needs over 
tourism;

They further restrict housing supply for the actual 
residents of any area they infest, thus driving rents up.

38 No Inspections No Yes No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support Tourism;

Do not replicate what other towns have done when their 
regulations have been a complete failure at restoring 
longterm housing. 

Hotel rooms could be homes too. If you are going to 
regulate private property, then hotels should also be 
expected to provide longterm housing.

39 Every Few Years Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security;

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;

If we want a year round vs seasonal economy in the 
future there has to be affordable housing year round. If 
we want youth to stay in our area they’ll need 
affordable housing. 

Homes that are not built for year round living - not 
winterized- should be considered differently under any 
potential restrictions as they aren’t designed for year 
round living. 

Consider minimum length of stay. STR permits are going 
to require enforcement. 

40 Every Few Years Unsure Unsure;Reduced Fee if 
the Property is Owner-
occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security;

Unsure Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Effective 
Enforcement;

Not sure Not that I can think of No

41 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Walkability;

No Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Guest 
Safety;

Consistent enforcement with no favoritism Renters spend money in our local economy

42 Every Few Years Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually;

Yes Stable 
Neighbors;Walkability;

Unsure Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

43 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;

No Once or Twice Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important

44 Seasonal Resident; Unsure Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important

45 Property Owner; Yes Never Very Positive Current is About Right No

46 Seasonal Resident; Yes Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Liability Insurance;

Important; Important Important Important

47 Residential Tenant; Unsure Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Allowable Occupancy;Liability 
Insurance;Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Local Emergency 
Contact;

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important

48 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR 
Owner/Operator;Business 
Owner;

Yes Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More Yes Local Emergency 
Contact;Allowable 
Occupancy;Contact 
Info;Inspection;Bedroom Count;

Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Important Important

49 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Business 
Owner;Interested Citizen;

No Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Liability 
Insurance;Parking;Proof of 
inspection as is necessary for 
hotel/motel accommodation;

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important



Colu
mn1

Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

43 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Annual Flat 
Fee;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;

My biggest concern in my own neighborhood is that 
there are 6 already. Ultimately one family is operating a 
hotel with numerous properties in the Liberty and 
Willow streets. This is a residential neighborhood not a 
business neighborhood. If I wanted to live next to a hotel 
I would have chosen to do that. Sure I understand one 
or two but when the entire neighborhood goes it is just 
sad.

Every house bought in our neighborhood was an 
affordable option for a family starting out. Now all of 
those options are off of the table. How will the younger 
generation ever realize their dream of homeownership 
when greedy people purchase every “cheap” house and 
change them into a “hotel”. It will destroy the market for 
future generations. Turning Ellsworth into another 
Disneyland for tourists is not the way forward. 

The STR owners should have a limit or a limit in a 
neighborhood radius. Our historic homes make the town 
charming. How will we reconcile as a city when no actual 
residents can live there? Also when you have small 
children you have no idea who is coming and going and 
how safe you are in your own home?

44 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Annual Flat 
Fee;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Stable 
Neighbors;

Unsure Effective 
Enforcement;Protectin
g Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing;

45 No Inspections No Unsure;Reduced Fee if 
the Property is Owner-
occupied;

No Local Neighborhood 
Businesses;

No Support Tourism; I think that STR like other businesses help support our 
city in the business that they bring to the community.  
Guests shop and use services especially convience 
stores, grocery stores, restaurants, and retail shopping.  
Also the owners of STR can pay property taxes.  We 

Please consider ways to help bring down the cost of 
property taxes many of us are having a hard time 
affording to stay in Ellsworth!

46 No Inspections No Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Well Maintained 
Properties;Safety & 
Security;Peace & Quiet;

No Support 
Tourism;Fairness for 
Hosts;Guest Safety;

Regulating and registering STRs drive up the cost to the 
owner and ultimately the renters. This puts Ellsworth at 
a competitive disadvantage and only increases costs 
during a cost sensitive time. 

47 Annually Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually;

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;Walkability
;

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Not pricing 
current residents and 
workers out of 
housing;

It affects everyone

48 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Safety & Security;Peace 
& Quiet;Local 
Neighborhood 
Businesses;

No Eliminating slumlords 
;Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Support 
Tourism;

Anything required of a STR should also apply to long 
term rentals and hotels

109% Do not do anything Bar Harbor has done its awful 
what they have done to owners, guests and managers. 

Make sure that rules are fair across the board. Hotels, 
long term rentals and str’s. Keep an eye out for places 
that claim to be long term but are not they are the 
places that give bad names to the people doing it right. 
Also remember most of these places would sit empty if 
not utilized for STR. They either have owners who live in 
them in the winter or would cost so much to rent long 
term no one who needs housing could afford them. 

Final thought, the city should look into a vacancy tax for 
49 Annually Yes Per Unit 

Annually;Annual Flat 
Fee;

No Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;Peace & 
Quiet;

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing;Guest Safety;

The effects of short-term rentals on the price of real 
estate and the cost and availability of housing in the city.  
This may be ultimately increasing tax revenue for the 
city, but it is killing local neighborhoods and the sense of 
community.  Local folks who work in Ellsworth and want 
to settle their families in the city cannot afford it and are 
commuting from places like Bangor or smaller 
surrounding towns.  We DO NOT have a shortage of 
housing.  We have a shortage of affordable housing 
because so many properties are tied up in short term 
rentals.  The property across from me is occupied (not 
fully) from the beginning of June up to mid October.  The 
rest of the time it is vacant--and that represents a safety 
hazard in the neighborhood.  It is also an important 
historic property--which is being barely maintained.  I 
also seriously question whether it would pass inspection 
if inspected using the same criteria required of motels in 
our city.  It is not fair to those motels that these short 
term rentals are not inspected for health and safety 
issues in the same way the motels are.\  

While these STR's are making money for some people 
(many of whom are investors some of whom don't even 
live in the US), the City needs to consider the harm they 
are doing to the nature of our community and to a much 
larger group of year round workers in the City and area 
who want to live and have a family home in Ellsworth 
but can't afford it.  Yes STR's are generating revenue 
(much of which leaves the city), but they are also making 
things difficult for local year round businesses (and some 
tourism related businesses) because it is creating a 
shortage of workers.  If you have to live in Bangor, the 
cost and wear and tare of the commute lead people to 
search for work closer to home rather than travel all the 
time to Ellsworth.



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

50 Property Owner; Yes Once or Twice Somewhat Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;

Important Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Important Important

51 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen;

Unsure Never Somewhat Positive Encourage More No Contact Info;

52 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen;

Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important

53 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR 
Owner/Operator;Business 
Owner;

Unsure Frequently Somewhat Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

Unsure unsure; Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

54 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;

Yes Never Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important

55 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;

Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important Important

56 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;

Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important

57 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;

Yes Never Somewhat Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Rental company 
associations, and primary listing.;

Important;Unsure;Not 
Important;

Important;Unsure;Not 
Important;

Important;Unsure;Not 
Important;

Important;Unsure;Not 
Important;

Important;Unsure;Not 
Important;

Not 
Important;Important;U
nsure;

Not 
Important;Important;U
nsure;

58 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;

Yes Once or Twice Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Location - in accordance 
with zoning;

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important



Colu
mn1

Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

50 Initial Only No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually;

Unsure Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security;

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing;

Owner occupied STRs could be permitted without fees. 
This income helps them with city taxes. 

Those who purchase a single family home, and reside in 
another home (anywhere) could pay a fee, half to 
administrative costs for the town, and half to go to a city 

Granfathering those who have been doing this for 5+ 
years? Without fees!

51 No Inspections No No Peace & Quiet;Well 
Maintained Properties;

No The less the better

52 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Stable 
Neighbors;

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Effective 
Enforcement;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;

There are many waterfront STR’s that pay the same 
property taxes as private citizens! I’d love some help 
with my $10,000 a year tax bill as well but I’ll never rent 
my home out to someone else.

53 Complaint Based No Annual Flat 
Fee;Unsure;

Yes Safety & Security;Sense 
of Community;Well 
Maintained Properties;

No Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Support 
Tourism;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;

We have a housing problem because we have a stagnant 
local economy and do not build housing. Any and all 
regulation needs to keep that in mind. I have lived in 
other municipalities that have made a scapegoat of STRs, 
introduced heavy regulation, and it has done nothing at 
all to fix the underlying issues with housing and 
affordability. They were measures taken by city and 
county leaders to make them feel good rather than 
actually doing good.

All policies should be with the goal of updating our old 
housing stock and building new housing. I am in favor of 
limiting STR licenses for local residents and out of state 
buyers if they meet certain renovation and rehab 
thresholds and/or build new construction. The sad 
reality is that we have a lot of housing inventory that 
cannot qualify for a conventional or bank loan. The cost 
to renovate and make those houses livable is well out of 
reach for homebuyers and residents. Let's funnel out of 
state money to serve our community and fix problems 
like bringing those properties back to life and adding 
new units to our housing inventory.54 Annually Yes Per Unit 

Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Stable 
Neighbors;

Yes Effective 
Enforcement;Protectin
g Neighborhood 
Character;

As a resident of a private road that has 5 air bnb's  it's 
important to remember that renters do not follow the 
rules of the road, and drive way to fast through 
neighborhoods. The speed cannot be enforced by law 
enforcement. Their are children and lots of wildlife at 
risk of getting injured or worse. I walk my dog on the 

Trash pickup at the end of private roads. When air bnb's 
are cleaned no matter what day of the week, the trash is 
put at the end of the road. Animals tear it open and food 
is scattered, but the one that left it does not clean it up. 
It's left for the residents of the road. Landlords and 
cleaners should be made to take the trash to the 

Air bnb's do not belong on private roads!

55 Complaint Based Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Stable 
Neighbors;

Yes Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Effective 
Enforcement;Protectin
g Neighborhood 
Character;

Too many rentals means too many people here. There is 
not enough food in the grocery stores for the locals 
anymore. Ellsworth doesn't have enough resources to 
sustain all these people coming here for short term stay. 
Short term renters speed on small residential roads and 
don't care about the rules or quality of life of the locals. 

The city should limit the amount of short term rentals 
and charge a fee each time a place is rented and use it to 
help reduce the cost of property tax burden for the 
locals. 

People are making a lot of money on these rentals and 
the city should make a profit from these growing 
number of rentals. 

56 Complaint Based Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Annual Flat 
Fee;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Stable 
Neighbors;Housing 
Affordability;

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;

I feel that short term rentals are taking over our City, 
creating a burdon for local residents. It's not very 
comforting to have a continuous rotation of new 
strangers coming in and out of your neighborhood. 

If we are going to be forced to have to deal with influx of 
strangers taking over our neighborhoods, roads, 
restaurants and grocery stores (which have a hard time 
keeping stock on the shelves in the summer) we should 
at least benefit by the City collecting some fees or taxes 
from these short term rentals. Perhaps these extra funds 
might provide a bit of property tax relief to your 
drowning local residents. 

Short term rentals should really be regulated. The City 
could really benefit from collecting taxes and fees on 
these rentals as well. It's not fair to the regular local 
resident living here to have to be heavily inconvenienced 
by these rentals and gain nothing. They take up 
resources, reduce housing opportunities for locals and 
overall take away from the comfort of our 
neighborhoods. 

57 Every Few Years Yes Annual Flat 
Fee;Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties;

Unsure Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Guest 
Safety;Preserve 
Housing;

Safety and limiting STRs in a way that both preserves 
property values while balancing the number of STRs to 
maintain a level of affordability and reduce property 
taxes. STR property are commercial properties and need 
to be valued on the tax role as such. 

Review of Homestead exemptions. These become 
commercial properties even if owner occupied part of 
the year. They should not be eligible for homestead 
exemption if being used to generate STR income. 

STR properties need to be valued as commercial 
property and the city needs to recognize that these 
properties may impact all city infrastructure at a higher 
usage rate that if they were single family non STR 
properties. 

58 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Annual Flat 
Fee;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security;

No Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;

When all of the residential housing is put toward STRs in 
an area there is no where for potential year round tax 
paying residents to live. This city cannot grow and thrive 
by tourism alone. Stable and affordable housing must be 
preserved for year round workers who contribute to this 
community.

Creating zones that don’t allow or allow a cap on STRs. 
Ie rural residential, neighborhood.



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

59 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR Owner/Operator;

Yes Occasionally Very Positive Current is About Right No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of Ownership;

Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

60 Property Owner;Seasonal 
Resident;STR Owner/Operator

Unsure Frequently Very Positive Encourage More Yes Contact Info;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking

Important Important Important Unsure Unsure Unsure Unsure Important

61 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen

Yes Occasionally Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;compliance with town 
ordinances such as noise, dogs

Important Important

62 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Frequently Very Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Bedroom Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

63 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Occasionally Somewhat Positive Current is About Right No Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

64 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen

Yes Occasionally Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Bedroom Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking

Important

65 Interested Citizen Yes Frequently Very Positive Encourage More No Local Emergency Contact;Contact 
Info;Allowable Occupancy

Important Important Important Important Important

66 Property Owner;Seasonal 
Resident;STR Owner/Operator

Yes Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Liability Insurance

Important Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Importan Important

67 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen

Yes Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Liability Insurance

Important Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Important

68 STR Owner/Operator Yes Never Very Positive Encourage More No None Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important



Colu
mn1

Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

59 Complaint Based No Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied;

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties;

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support 
Tourism;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;

Differentiate between "Mom & Pop" single properties 
owned & managed directly and absentee corporate 
hosts managing a large number of units. 

If it isn't broken, don't fix it!  Produce data on 
fire/police/emergency involvement with STRs.  They are 
already closely regulated by constant reviews by guests.  
The free, competitive marketplace is maintaining high 
quality.

STRs (especially those owned by Ellsworth residents) 
already pay taxes, encourage guests to spend in 
Ellsworth and contribute to commercial activities in the 
City.  In our case, we took a derelict bank-owned 
property off the City's "fix it" list and fully restored it to a 
beautiful property.  Such investments in our community 

60 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Annual Flat 
Fee

Yes Local Neighborhood 
Businesses;Well 
Maintained Properties

No Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Fairness 
for Hosts;Support 
Tourism

STRs attract additional tourism and dollars being spent 
in the community. As property owners and long time 
visitors to the region, we have seen the lack of 
availability of nice lodging and feel like well maintained 
properties contribute positively. 

In addition, the local businesses benefit from additional 

Anything considered should be fair and should 
consider/grandfather existing STR owners/operators. 

We bought our property as a future retirement home 
and visit several times a year. The ability to operate a 
family oriented STR helps offset our costs and allows us 
to own a beautiful property which we would not 
otherwise be able to own. 

61 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Guest 
Safety;Preserve 
Housing

these need to be regulated and restricted in numbers so 
that we do not lose more housing that could be for year 
round residents.

STRs need to be good neighbors in our small 
neighborhoods--property rules and compliance with City 
ordinances need to be enforced by those who own these 
STRs.

Not at this time

62 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security

Yes Guest Safety;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

Owner occupied STRs and short-term seasonal camp 
rentals should be handled differently than properties 
that investors purchase for the sole purpose of STR.  
Unlike the investor model, the income to homeowners 
and camp owners may be the difference between them 

The PR nightmare that could ensue if an accident or 
other disaster happens at aa uninspected  STR. Although 
the city would not be technically responsible, the 
perception would be that the disaster might have been 
averted if there was some oversight.

If there were ever to come a time when the city 
considered limiting the number of total  STR units, I 
would hope that those limits would be levied upon 
investors and not owner-occupied units or individual 
family camps.

63 Complaint Based No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Unsure

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties

No Support 
Tourism;Preserve 
Housing;Guest Safety

STR’s bring revenue to the city already, guests spend 
money not only with the host but also with local bars, 
restaurants and shops. Don’t start charging hosts fees 

Not all STR’s take away housing for locals. Some are 
modified areas of an existing property that allows both 
the homeowner to live there and let out the additional 

Ellsworth property tax has got so ridiculously high that 
some of us are having to do this so that we can continue 
to live here.

64 Initial Only Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;Safety & 
Security

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Preserve 
Housing

We need a registry ASAP, it's hard to regulate something 
when we don't even know the scope of the issue, or if 
it's a problem. We can certainly infer from surrounding 
areas and coastal Maine that unregulated STR growth is 
going to be a problem for our community. I'm not even 
opposed to STRs personally, I think we need to know 
what we have and then move towards smart regulation. 
I like a model like Stonington where owner-occupied and 
resident STRs are treated differently that non-resident 
for fees and requirements. There is also a difference 
based on scale, fees should go up with the more rentals 
you own, not down, and in the case of Stonington I 
believe you have to put 1 year-round rental on the 
market for every 3 STRs, this type of thinking makes 
sense and helps replenish affordable housing inventory.

The Ellsworth submarket on AirDNA currently has 950 
active listing, with an estimated 450-500 being in 
Ellsworth proper. These represent an average annual 
revenue of $52K, which many top listing being above 
$100k upwards of $275K. The Ellsworth submarket from 
what I can tell is still the 2nd highest rated in the state of 
Maine, only behind South Berwick. As you know our city 
was 8th best places to invest in STR in the nation in 
2023, and 2nd in 2024, in part because of our zero 
regulations, lower barrier to entry for pricing, and 
proximity to the hot market of Acadia. We did not make 
the list in 2025, but mainly because housing prices have 
spiked making it less affordable to enter the market, but 
make no mistake it is still a top market in the nation and 
people know this. The reason I'm laying this out and 
there is over $20M in revenue being made in our city 
alone, and the fee schedule for STR should reflect this. It 

The 'free market' argument of my house I should be able 
to do what I want is weak. People are no longer selling 
houses in Ellsworth, they are selling a majority income-
producing businesses that besides the real estate tax 
that would be paid anyway, contribute almost nothing 
to the community. In my small pocket neighborhood the 
last 7 of 8 houses that sold are now all STRs, these are 7 
less opportunities for my kids to have someone to play 
with, neighbors I'll ever get to know, and on top of that 
we now just have ever changing transient occupants as 
neighbors. The overwhelming majority will never sign for 
swim lessons at the YMCA, never visit the library, won't 
patronage out businesses in the off-season, never 
donate to local charities, will never volunteer their time 
to local non-profits or the city. The impact of transient 
visitors taking up a disproportionate amount of housing 
stock in a community, is that the community goes away.

65 No Inspections No Unsure;Reduced Fee if 
the Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Local Neighborhood 
Businesses;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties

No Support 
Tourism;Fairness for 
Hosts;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

The city is already collecting property taxes on these 
Airbnb units. If there are any issues between the renters 
and owners, its up to them to resolve.

Any new involvement by the city in this business will 
surely require the city to hire additional staff...this 
results in higher taxes for everyone...including those that 
do not own and operate these STRs. The system as it is 
now works...government involvement will only 

The system as it is now seems to work well; less 
government interference/involvement the better. 

66 No Inspections No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Annual Flat 
Fee

Yes Local Neighborhood 
Businesses;Peace & 
Quiet;Safety & Security

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support Tourism

The amount of money tourism brings to her community. Welcoming Airbnb‘s and promote Ellsworth as a tourist 
location

If it’s not broken, don’t mess with it.

67 No Inspections No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Unsure

Yes Safety & Security;Peace 
& Quiet;Local 
Neighborhood 
Businesses

No Support 
Tourism;Fairness for 
Hosts

SRTs provide additional income to local property owners 
and offer unique and more accommodating lodging 
options for visitors to our area. Please do not over 
regulate this industry or try to siphon off revenues from 
the property owners. They already pay property taxes on 

Less is more when it comes to government involving 
themselves in areas where more involvement is not 
warranted.

Many choose to use SRTs as a way to help afford 
property taxes and retain homes which have been in 
their families for generations. Please do not use this as 
another way to take more money from local residents 
who are already heavily taxed by the city on the 

68 No Inspections No Unsure;Reduced Fee if 
the Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Sense of 
Community;Housing 
Affordability;Walkabilit
y

Yes The city should stay out 
of the STR business.

Please don't get involved. Ellsworth is currently one of the most popular places in 
the country for many reasons, one of which is there's 
very little regulation. Having STR's in our community 
should be encouraged! 

It seems as though the wording of these questions is 
biased.



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

69 STR Owner/Operator;Seasonal 
Resident

No Frequently Very Positive Current is About Right No There should not be a registration. 
Private owners should do as they 
please.

Important Important

70 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR 
Owner/Operator;Long-term 
Landlord;Interested Citizen

Unsure Occasionally Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

Not Important Not Important Unsure

71 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR Owner/Operator

Yes Once or Twice Very Positive Encourage More No

72 Year-round Resident Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Local Emergency 
Contact;Bedroom Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Liability 
Insurance;Parking;regulate hours 
of operation and when lighting can 
sty on

Not Important

73 Year-round Resident Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

74 Year-round Resident No Never Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Liability Insurance;Contact 
Info;Proof of Ownership

75 Property Owner Yes Once or Twice Very Positive Encourage More No Stay out of peoples business. 
Rentals already have that in their 
lease

Important Not Important Not Important Unsure Unsure



Colu
mn1

Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

69 No Inspections No Unsure;Annual Flat Fee Yes Well Maintained 
Properties;Local 
Neighborhood 
Businesses;Walkability

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support 
Tourism;Supporting 
small businesses

They support small businesses on Main St, they provide 
solid jobs (I employ 4 people year round), they help fund 
the renovations and upgrades of homes, they provide 
taxes to the state and Ellsworth (sales tax and property 
tax),  they show the world our beautiful little 
community, and they just stimulate the economy overall 
plain and simple everyone knows it. You can’t keep 
hiking everyone’s property taxes. It’s not fair.

Just because one or two bad things happen every once 
in awhile (parties, late night traffic), absolutely does not 
mean regulation or anything should be implemented. It’s 
like the argument of driving cars. Deaths with vehicles 
happen every year, do you outlaw cars? No. There are 
already regulations and safety laws in place, you just 
remove or ticket (fine) the bad apples when necessary. 
Everyone I know and talk to RARELY ever has 
neighborhood issues or complaints. Do things happen 
every once in awhile? Of course. But I’d say way more 
things happen on a regular basis from normal Ellsworth 
residents in terms of drug use, noise issues, etc. Banning 
tourists is not the solution to everyone’s problems. Also, 
probably 40% of people I host, especially in the 
offseason, are people visiting family nearby, local sports 
tournaments, and local Mainers doing friends or family 
retreats (especially over the holidays). It’s not all just 
annoying out-of-state Acadia tourists, not even close. 

There are so many more things to worry about and 
allocate your time and resources. Everyone knows short 
term regulations don’t do anything for housing prices, 
let’s be real. Let’s move on and fix the real issues going 
on in Ellsworth. 

70 Initial Only Yes Annual Flat 
Fee;Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Sense of 
Community

Unsure Guest Safety;Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

no regulations is a recipe for disaster as are too many 
regulations

a cap on total number and limiting permits to residents 
of Maine.

find a way to incentivize long-term rentals

71 Initial Only No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security

No Guest Safety;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Fairness 
for Hosts

many homeowners use this as a way t pay taxes, 
insurance and enjoy the city

STRs bring $ into the city. STRs give families from away  a 
great opport to see Ellsworth on a daily event

STR families can enjoy the actives Ellsworth has to offer 
Many additional comments of paper submission

72 Annually Yes Annual Flat Fee Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security

Yes Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Effective 
Enforcement;safety 
and security for year-
round residents

preserving residential character of our neighborhoods Many more comments on the paper copy

73 Annually Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Stable Neighbors;Peace 
& Quiet;Housing 
Affordability

Yes Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Effective 
Enforcement

residents have priority Restrict # of Air BNB  Noise is constant near my home at 
19 Washington

74 Annually Yes Per Unit Annually No Housing 
Affordability;Walkabilit
y;Safety & Security

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement

75 Initial Only No Unsure No Safety & Security No Support Tourism;All 
the code compliance is 
done before a COA is 
given. No need for 
anything else cause the 
ABB has already a 
compliance that the 
owners must adhere to 
or they are taken off. 
City doesnt have to 
duplicate so they can 
be money grab ers

Stay out of the taxpayers bisiness Keep the cost of local government down and do away 
with the “frilly”, sidewalk painting then you could afford 
to maybe build low rent housing. Taxes are so high that 
nobody wants to build. Get rid of crooked leadership. 
THE CROSSROADS of Downeast Maine. Every town is 
“friendly “

You don’t really care what people say with this survey. 
You can say that you had public comment and that will 
make YOU happy



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

76 Property Owner Yes Frequently Very Positive Encourage More Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Allowable 
Occupancy;Liability 
Insurance;Proof of Ownership

77 Interested Citizen Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Proof of Ownership;Allowable 
Occupancy;Bedroom 
Count;Liability Insurance

78 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen

Yes Once or Twice Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable Occupancy;Proof 
of Ownership;Area and amount of 
STR on property.

Important Important Unsure

79 Year-round Resident Unsure Once or Twice Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Local Emergency Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Contact Info;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Liability Insurance

80 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Bedroom Count;Allowable 
Occupancy

Not Important Not Important Not Important

81 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Never Very Positive Encourage More No Owner name, address and contact. 
nothing more.

Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Important

82 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Occasionally Very Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Local 
Emergency Contact

Important Unsure Not Important

83 Property Owner Unsure Never Very Positive Encourage More No Liability Insurance Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

84 Year-round Resident Yes Once or Twice Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Important
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Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

76 Every Few Years Yes Annual Flat 
Fee;Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Sense of 
Community;Walkability
;Safety & Security

No Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Fairness 
for Hosts;Guest Safety

STRs always get the brunt of the blame for the 
housing/affordablilty crisis, but it is far more nuanced 
than just the short term rental market. With Acadia as 
our neighbor, we are always going to be a popular 
vacation spot, and we may as well embrace it!  

Please look at Bar Harbor as how to NOT regulate short 
term rentals. Their draconian ordinance has caused 
homeowners to have to sell their homes simply due to 
clerical errors (including a check being sent by an owner 
to pay the registration fee, and the town having no 
record of it arriving), or once an owner passes on, their 
children have to sell because they can't afford to keep 
the homes without being able to rent short term. For 
most homeowners, our properties are our biggest, or 
only asset in life. I would be hearbroken if my children 
couldn't keep our home in the family if something were 
to happen to me. With the increases in yearly property 
taxes, some people are going to need to rent their 
homes for part of the summer to help cover those costs.  
Are people from out of state coming in and purchasing 
homes in Ellsworth to turn them into short term rentals?  
Absolutely.  This happens in ANY vacation destination 
area. But are locals also running and managing 
successful vacation rentals and contributing to the year 

Compared with Bar Harbor, I've been happy with the 
Town of Bucksport's STR ordinance - registration, proof 
of insurance, inspection, a yearly fee - But NO CAP or 
rules about permits not transferring to new ownership. I 
own a home in Bucksport where I raised my family until 
the youngest graduated from high school. For YEARS, my 
husband and I commuted from Bucksport to MDI for 
work. When the opportunity came, we decided to turn 
our home into a STR while we moved closer to work. We 
rented for two years, and just this year were able to 
purchase a modest home in Ellsworth. I made the choice 
to keep our home in Bucksport, as we have five children 
and who knows if they will need a home in the next 
couple of decades as they grow into adults. We work 
very hard to make sure our rental home is well taken 
care of, I check in regularly with my neighbors and they 
all have my number in case they need to reach out, but 
in two and a half years, we've always had respectful 
guests that take great care of our home. 77 Annually Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 

Affordability;Safety & 
Security

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement

The shortage of housing for Ellsworth residents that live 
and work here. 

Of course the owners of STR's are against it, they want 
to make a profit without expense.  Yet complain when 
thier local eateries are understaffed.  Well they can't 
afford to live and work in Ellsworth.  Ellsworth is not 

There needs to be something in place for regulations.  

78 Complaint 
Based;Annually

Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Sense of 
Community

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

They are being put in family neighborhoods. They are 
sometimes more then one and several rentals in each 
unit. Not what should be in a residential neighborhood.

Limit to the amount and location these are being put. The impact of these should be considered when they are 
built.

79 Annually Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Stable 
Neighbors;Walkability

Yes Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Fairness 
for Hosts;Effective 
Enforcement

80 Unsure Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Housing Affordability Yes Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

Way too many! Residents can't buy homes in Ellsworth. Yes, limit these properties so locals can actually buy and 
own a home. 

81 No Inspections No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually

Yes Well Maintained 
Properties;Stable 
Neighbors;Peace & 
Quiet

No Let property owners do 
what they need to do 
to pay taxes that are 
OUT OF CONTROL. 
REDUCE SPENDING, 
Ellsworth. Stop 
collecting more fees 
from working 
taxpayers.

Our taxes are so bad that people must consider STRs as 
income. STRs allow owners to take care of and keep 
track of whats going on inside. Properties are kept nice 
to attract renters. Long term renters are not what they 
used to be. Properties are destroyed, unkempt, and 
druggies and questionable characters live in them. Good 
luck evicting bad renters. STRs are the better choice by 
far! 

Please keep this unregulated! We don't need to spend 
40K on software. STR owners have safety features, 
lighting, etc because their HOMEOWNER POLICIES 
already require this! And homeowners policies are crazy 
expensive.  Stay out of our pockets, please! We are 
busting our butts to live and stay here in our homes.

I think i said them all for now.

82 Annually Yes Annual Flat 
Fee;Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Stable 
Neighbors

No Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Fairness for 
Hosts

Clear distinction between renting out a spare bedroom 
in an owner-occupied property (like the original airBnB 
goal) or rent out their own property when they 
(temporarily) don't live there (lake cabin, etc.) and 
landlords buying (multiple) properties, previously owner-
occupied or long-term rentals, purely to rent out as STRs 
(like Washington Street apartments), willing to push 
existing long-term renters out through exorbitant and 
unconscionable rent increases because they know they 
can turn over in 4 or 5 days of airBnB rent what they get 

Renting a room in one's own property, or renting out a 
property you've owned for a long time doesn't take a 
way from the available housing stock. Buying previously 
long-term rented or owned properties to turn into STRs 
does take away from available housing stock and should 
be heavily regulated, if allowed at all.

83 No Inspections;Self-
report;Complaint 
Based

No Annual Flat Fee Yes Peace & Quiet;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Stable 
Neighbors

No Support Tourism Due to high taxes some have no choice but to add 
income to afford to keep there house

Stop over regulating everything The point of home ownership is freedom of government 
overreaching 

84 Complaint Based;No 
Inspections

No Annual Flat Fee Yes Peace & Quiet;Well 
Maintained Properties

No Support Tourism Contribute to economic impact for the community Don't add more burden to the tax payers Surprised that you are for RV development in a 
residential neighborhood but trying to restrict 



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

85 Year-round Resident Yes Never Very Positive Unsure No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact

86 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR Owner/Operator

Yes Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

87 Business Owner Yes Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

88 Property Owner Unsure Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

Important Important Unsure Important Important Important Important Important

89 Property Owner Yes Never Very Positive Current is About Right No nothing Important Important Unsure Not Important

90 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Never Somewhat Positive Encourage More Unsure Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom Count

91 Property Owner;Seasonal 
Resident

Yes Occasionally Somewhat Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;septic capacity if 
applicable

Unsure;

92 Year-round Resident;Residential 
Tenant;Interested Citizen

Unsure Once or Twice Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Previous status of unit 
(e.g., long-term rental, owner-
occupied)

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important



Colu
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Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

85 Initial Only No Annual Flat Fee Yes Well Maintained 
Properties;Sense of 
Community;Peace & 
Quiet

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support 
Tourism;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

The city should not get income from short term rentals. 
These people/owners already pay generous taxes and 
are also taxed on the income received. Ellsworth has no 
right to tax things further. You’re bleeding us dry! 

That they have no right to dictate what someone does 
with their personal property. 

Enough already!  Please try to understand that the 
taxpayers of Ellsworth have had enough! 

86 No Inspections No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Well 
Maintained Properties

No Support Tourism STRs manage themselves.  Owners don’t want a bad 
review, that cuts into how many times their property 
may be rented.  There is no proof  of any issues STRs are 
causing the city.  Only speculation.  The city doesn’t even 
have a number of how many there are.  Robert Grant 
said in the EA article 500 to 1000.  That’s a big guess.  If 
this gets pushed forward this will result in another law 
suit that cost tax payers even more. This may also cause 

We here how busy the code department is, if something 
like this passed with inspections, another city employee 
will need to be hired to do the job effectively and 
correctly, more tax on the tax payers for something that 
does not need or require attention.  

87 No Inspections No Unsure Unsure Well Maintained 
Properties

No Fairness for Hosts The property is already taxed, and from there, anyone in 
good standing should be able to do what they want with 
their proprty

As I understand, money was budgeted for this pet 
project before any approval.. the cart before the horse.. 

Ellsworth benefits from tourist activity.. this will 
encourage not only locals to sell and move (because it’s 
getting unaffordable), but also cause businesses here to 

88 Annually Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Stable 
Neighbors

Unsure Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

Too many destroy neighbors and reduce availability of 
affordable stable housing. If you purchase a residential 
home you should not be able to convert it to a 
commercial use. 

Need to get control of this spiraling influence on 
residential neighborhoods. 

Devote a staff member to assess and provide 
information to the city counsel for their oversight and 
control. 

89 No Inspections No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

No Well Maintained 
Properties

No If we own our houses we should be able to do what we 
want with them

90 Unsure;Complaint 
Based

Unsure Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually;Unsure

Yes Safety & Security;Peace 
& Quiet;Walkability

Unsure Fairness for 
Hosts;Guest 
Safety;Support Tourism

It is a balance between supporting the economy with 
tourism and having STRs being palatable with the 
neighbors and neighborhood. I have STRs within 3 
houses on each side of my home and have not 
experienced any impact from them. With property taxes 
being so high many people need this income to be able 
to afford to stay living in this area. I do feel safety of the 
people renting should be considered, although perhaps 
the rental program companies are part of that, renters 
should be able to report unsafe rentals to the companies 
accommodating them, such as VRBO and AirBNB

91 Initial Only;Complaint 
Based

Yes Annual Flat Fee Yes Safety & Security;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Sense of 
Community

Yes Guest Safety;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Effective 
Enforcement

do not restrict numbers of rentals, but ensure code 
compliance and enforcement

Septic capacity an function where applicable Back to neighborhood impact, I am concerned about 
noisy parties, illegal activities, and fireworks 

92 Annually;Complaint 
Based;Initial Only

Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security;Sense of 
Community

Unsure Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement

There are national and local examples of STRs impact on 
housing stock and affordability. That data should be 
presented and made clear to all residents. 
Why aren’t STRs considered “lodging”, and subject to 
applicable taxes and city zoning ordinances? I couldn’t 
buy 3 units in a neighborhood and turn them into bed 
and breakfasts; so why can a non owner-occupied house 
do so?
Buying a house that is not falling apart and under 
350,000 is quite difficult in Ellsworth right now. Day-job 
landlords and out-of-state owners are most interested in 
the houses that would otherwise go to young families, 
couples, and retired folks, because they are 2-3 
bedrooms and a reasonable price.
We need to build more, yes, but also control the amount 
of STRs, just as we would control hotels or motels 
(especially if one was your actual neighbor). This 
especially applies to out of state owners and private 

Consider the “quieter”, less often heard opinions of the 
majority in our city: renters and owner-occupied 
homeowners. People who make a living off of short-term 
rentals are the minority with loud voices and a strong 
financial incentive. Ellsworth is a great city, and we 
should make it conducive for people to live and buy 
homes.

Thanks for allowing for resident feedback on this. This 
survey should be advertised to folks living in apartments 
or rental units.



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

93 Residential Tenant;Year-round 
Resident

Unsure Once or Twice Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Fee;Liability 
Insurance

Importany Importany Importany Important Important Important

94 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen

Unsure Once or Twice Somewhat Negative Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

Important

95 Property Owner;STR 
Owner/Operator;Long-term 
Landlord;Business Owner

Yes Frequently Very Positive Encourage More No Liability Insurance Important

96 Property Owner;Seasonal 
Resident;Visitor

Occasionally Somewhat Positive Encourage More No Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact

Important Important Important Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important

97 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Once or Twice Very Positive Current is About Right No None, should be no different than 
long term rental, do not need to 
create new government oversight, 
keep the town out of our pockets

Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Not Important Important

98 Interested Citizen Yes Once or Twice Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Contact 
Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Liability 
Insurance;Bedroom Count

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important

99 Residential Tenant;Year-round 
Resident;Business Owner

Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Liability 
Insurance;Parking;Allowable 
Occupancy;Bedroom Count;Proof 
of Ownership;Local Emergency 
Contact;Contact Info

Important Important

100 Year-round Resident;Residential 
Tenant;Business Owner

Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important
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Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

93 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied

Unsure Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;Walkability

Unsure Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement

Short-term rentals are a major reason that young 
families cannot afford to move to or stay in this area. 
These are people that would have kids in the school 
district and invest in their community long-term. Owner 
occupied housing results in people caring about their 
neighborhoods. Rental properties do not provide that 
same value to the community - people staying in short 
term rentals do not contribute to the community like 
long term residents do - they don't volunteer, serve on 
boards and committees and generally try to make this a 
better place for their kids. Without regulation, Ellsworth 
will start to loose its community character and the local 
economy will be harmed by the loss of working class 
families. As a young couple who rents and has been 
trying to buy a house in this area, I can tell you that it is 
nearly impossible to buy an affordable house. When 
affordable homes do come up, that would be the perfect 
first home for a new family, they are frequently 
purchased (often with cash) by investors. We have 
personally experienced the reality of not being able to 
compete with investors in this market. If this continues, 

Please limit short term rentals.

94 Annually Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community

No Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Effective 
Enforcement;Preserve 
Housing

It's important for a town to serve all the people that live 
and work in that community.  If something 
fundamentally changes, those changes need to be 
analyzed and factors need to be considered.  Quality of 
life, the environment, housing affordability are, at least 
equal, to someone making a profit.  Short term rentals 

Quality of life for all is as important as supporting 
businesses

95 Initial Only No Unsure Well Maintained 
Properties;Walkability

No Support Tourism;Guest 
Safety

We maintain our properties.  We are regulated strictly 
by Airbnb policies.  We already pay fees and high taxes. 
We support local businesses and tourism. We hire local 
help, including cleaners, landscapers, etc. 

Regulating and collecting fees will only hurt those of us 
trying to operate a small local business that supports our 
local businesses and brings growth to our economy.  We 
are not your answer to affordable housing. Opposite is 
true.  I will need to raise my rents on my long term 
tenants to keep them affordable.  My Airbnb income 
helps keep my long term rents more affordable.  The 

96 No Inspections No Annual Flat Fee Yes Walkability;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties

No Support 
Tourism;Fairness for 
Hosts;Lower the crime 
rate

Limiting short term rentals will not increase long term 
rentals.  I use m STR periodically myself, so I simply 
would either not rent at all or sell the property if not 
allowed to rent.

It is not the City's job to enforce quality short term 
rentals.  It is the rental company's and owner's 
obligation.
Charging a fee for bogus enforcement of "renter 

97 No Inspections No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Annual Flat 
Fee

No Housing 
Affordability;Peace & 
Quiet;Freedom to do 
use my property as I 
see fit so long as not 
creating a public 
nuisance

Unsure Government needs to 
stay out of it. The 
market self regulates.  
STR as no different 
than LTR. Without STR 
many citizens will have 
to leave as taxes are 
too high.

STR support tourism, traveling professional and more. 
It's a self-regulating business thus government 
involvement is redundant.  Stop trying to extort money 
from our citizens! What a person does with their 
property is their business and anything less violates 
citizens' rights to freedom.

Focus on our current infrastructure not creating new 
bureaucracy. 

Stop trying to extort money from our citizens! Most STR 
rentals exist due extremely high tax burdens because of 
wasteful city spending that benefit a tiny portion of 
citizens and/or non-citizens

98 Complaint Based;Initial 
Only

Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Stable 
Neighbors

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing;Septic 
compliance/prevent 
over occupancy 

Limit percentage of housing in str Owner occupied is fine, it’s the vacant neighborhood 
that’s the issue, wild parties, crowds at str 

99 Annually Yes Annual Flat Fee;Per 
Unit Annually;Reduced 
Fee if the Property is 
Owner-occupied

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;Stable 
Neighbors

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

If locals can't afford to live in the city limits, because 
someone out of state owns 10 houses that they only use 
for part of the year, you shouldn't consider STRs at all. 
Local people first. 

STRs are ruining local life. People are being pushed out 
of their homes, so greedy landlords can make a profit. 
Community is dead. Bring back friendly neighborhoods 
where people know each other. 

STRs should be limited and taxed heavily. If it's going to 
affect how locals live, at least the money should go back 
into the community that landlords are stealing from. 

100 Annually Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Annual Flat 
Fee;Per Unit Annually

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Stable 
Neighbors;Sense of 
Community

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

Consider the fact that the more you add the less locals 
can live in the city. As a local business owner not being 
able to buy a reasonable house in the city our business is 
in sucks. Push out locals push out year round business.  

STRS are ruining local life. Bring back neighborhoods 
with neighbors not visitors. Hotels are for visiting places. 
Not family homes turned Airbnb to make a profit. 

People who don't reside in their SRTs for a certain 
amount of time in the year should be heavily taxed. 
Vacant homes all winter while hard working locals can't 
buy a house is super lame. 



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

101 Property Owner Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Fire, carbon monoxide 
and propane alarm systems 

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important

102 Property Owner;Business 
Owner;Year-round Resident

No Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Bedroom Count

Important Important Important Important Important Important Important Important

103 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Long-term 
Landlord;Business Owner

Unsure Occasionally Somewhat Positive Encourage More Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

Important

104 Property Owner Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable Occupancy

Important Important Important Important

105 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen

Yes Never Neutral Unsure Unsure Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Local Emergency Contact

Important

106 Property Owner Unsure Frequently Very Positive Encourage More No None Important Not Important Unsure; Important

107 Business Owner No Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Allowable Occupancy;Bedroom 
Count;Proof of Ownership

Important;Not 
Important;Unsure

Important;Unsure;Not 
Important

108 Year-round Resident Unsure Never Very Positive Encourage More No Important Not Important

109 Residential Tenant No Never Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking

Unsure Important Important Important Unsure Important Important Important

110 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Local Emergency Contact

Important Important Important Important Important Important

111 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Once or Twice Somewhat Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Septic system capacity

Important; Important; Important; Important; Important;

112 Visitor Unsure Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No None of the Above
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Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

101 Annually No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing;Guest Safety

Impact on neighborhood and resale prices Impact of STRs on traffic 

102 Initial Only;Complaint 
Based;Self-report

Unsure Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied

Yes Safety & 
Security;Walkability;Se
nse of Community

No Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Fairness 
for Hosts;Support 
Tourism

STR can be a great asset to the local economy if done 
correctly within the community. Regulations concerning 
safety within reason for the rental property makes 
sense, as well as regulations for example that make sure 

A yearly fee could be considered to help with costs, but 
should be kept minimal.

103 Initial Only Unsure Unsure Yes Safety & Security;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Housing 
Affordability

No Guest Safety;Fairness 
for Hosts;Support 
Tourism

104 Annually Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Stable 
Neighbors

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Preserve 
Housing

The neighbors with young children that bought houses 
in quiet, family oriented neighborhoods that are now 
being over taken with tourists every few days.

Listening to the people of Ellsworth No

105 No Inspections Yes Annual Flat Fee;Per 
Unit Annually;Reduced 
Fee if the Property is 
Owner-occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Stable 
Neighbors

No Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

Don't spend any time listening to what "Heart of 
Ellsworth" thinks the city should do on this issue.  
Contrary to what that organization may claim  it is not 
operating in the best interests of the city.

106 No Inspections No Annual Flat Fee No Safety & 
Security;Housing 
Affordability;Peace & 
Quiet

No Fairness for Hosts The city doesn’t own these properties so therefore, it’s 
of little business what people do with them! NOOOOO 
REGULATIONS AND EXTRA TAXES FOR STR! 

Stop sticking your nose into things that you have no 
business and FIX and MAINTAIN what is important to ALL 
of your citizens!!! The City officials as a whole really 
don’t seem to care what we need or want! 

Please be more fiscally responsible! Paying public works 
to hang lights in the park let instead of maintaining our 
properties and up keeping the little resources we do 
have makes you look stupid! LISTEN TO YOUR 
CITIZENS…..STOP WASTING OUR MONEY! I’m a lifelong 
resident of Ellsworth and moving out of the 

107 Annually Unsure Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Local 
Neighborhood 
Businesses

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing

Our roads cannot fill the amount of people there is now. 
You have locals wanting to move out then you have 
other people coming in and buying them just to rent 
them out so much for community.

108 No Inspections No Safety & Security;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Safety

Unsure Leave them alone People have right to use own property as they see fit Take better care of our entire city

109 Unsure Unsure Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Walkabilit
y;Local Neighborhood 
Businesses

Yes Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

Short term housing is destroying the rental market for 
year round middle and lower income families and 
individuals. It’s a huge tragic issue that is not being 
addressed. We need caps on STH. Please do something 
before we are all forced out. We are the people who 

I’m staying anonymous only  because I don’t know 
where this would be used or who would have access to 
my personal information. Thank you 

110 Annually Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Stable 
Neighbors

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

Protecting neighborhoods 

111 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

Protect affordable housing Neighborhood community, safety, peace and quiet

112 Self-report No Unsure Yes Local Neighborhood 
Businesses;Walkability;
Safety & Security

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support Tourism

Less government invasion into private matters, less 
government bureaucracy, less government overhead

Keep your hands off private property, private business, 
private matters



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

113 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Once or Twice Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Length of stay

Important Important Important Important Important Important Unsure Important

114 Residential Tenant Unsure Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Allowable 
Occupancy;Liability Insurance

115 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR Owner/Operator

Yes Occasionally Very Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

No Liability Insurance Important Important Important Not Important

116 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;Long-term Landlord

No Occasionally Somewhat Positive Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

Important

117 Property Owner;Residential 
Tenant;Year-round Resident

Yes Never Somewhat Negative Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

118 Year-round Resident Yes Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No Proof of Ownership Unsure Unsure Not Important Not Important

119 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR 
Owner/Operator;retire dis-
abled veteran

Yes Occasionally Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info;Proof of Ownership

120 Residential Tenant;Year-round 
Resident

Unsure Never Neutral Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Parking

Not Important

121 Property Owner No Never Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Liability 
Insurance;Parking;Allowable 
Occupancy

Important Important Important Unsure Not Important Unsure

122 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

123 Residential Tenant;Year-round 
Resident;Interested Citizen

Yes Once or Twice Somewhat Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

124 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR Owner/Operator

Yes Never Very Positive Encourage More No Bedroom Count;Allowable 
Occupancy



Colu
mn1

Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

113 Every Few Years Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually

Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Stable 
Neighbors

No Clear Straightforward 
Regulations;Preserve 
Housing;Fairness for 
Hosts

I'm wondering if STR should be treated as hotels are in 
the area in terms of inspections and fees. I don't know 
how hotels are treated but they both seem to serve the 
same purpose.

114 Annually;Complaint 
Based

Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;Stable 
Neighbors

Yes Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

we loose families that would have lived here impacting 
our local shops and schools  

115 No Unsure No Well Maintained 
Properties;Safety & 
Security;Sense of 
Community

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support Tourism

116 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Stable 
Neighbors;Safety & 
Security

Unsure Guest Safety;Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

We have a housing shortage. We cannot have houses 
that are empty for a good portion of the year while 
people need housing.

Impacts of transient tourists in neighborhoods.
Residents in Bar Harbor that experience this speak of a 
variety of strangers in their neighborhoods all summer 
long. Then empty houses the rest of the year.

117 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Walkability;Stable 
Neighbors;Peace & 
Quiet

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Guest 
Safety;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

Housing shortage for families Limit number of STRs

118 No Inspections No Yes Peace & Quiet;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Safety & 
Security

No Support Tourism The city should not regulate STRs any differently then 
they do LTRs

119 No Inspections No Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

No Peace & Quiet;Local 
Neighborhood 
Businesses;Walkability

No Fairness for Hosts Not to increase Property Taxes or Increase Fees or 
adding more un needed regulations  

Take care of what the work load they have now and no 
more job justification 

Just another waste of taxpayer's money

120 Annually Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Safety & Security;Well 
Maintained Properties

Unsure Guest Safety;Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement

STR creates jobs and opportunities for the businesses in 
the community. 

More affordable housing for Maine residents, even if 
that means limiting STRs 

121 Initial Only;Complaint 
Based

Yes Annual Flat Fee Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security

Yes Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

People who live here need affordable places to live.

122 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Sense of 
Community;Stable 
Neighbors

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Effective 
Enforcement

You won't have a community left if you don't take care 
of your year-round residents.

STRs are already having a solidly detrimental effect on 
housing in our region and in Ellsworth directly.

The best time for Ellsworth to address this was five years 
ago.  The second best time is now.

123 Complaint 
Based;Annually

Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied;Per Unit 
Annually

Yes Housing 
Affordability;Stable 
Neighbors;Peace & 
Quiet

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;The Locals

Every STR is another job unfilled, another family forced 
elsewhere, another empty seat on a council, another 
potential future is diverted away from Ellsworth in favor 
of the profit of a hotel room to cater to MDI tourism.

Telling landlords "No" is, sometimes, the right thing to 
do.

Ellsworth will not survive whatever MDI has become if it 
doesn't learn to set boundaries to preserve its residents 
and its integrity. 

124 No Inspections No Yes Peace & Quiet;Local 
Neighborhood 
Businesses;Safety & 
Security

No Guest Safety;Preserve 
Housing;Support 
Tourism

support property owners and let them use their 
property as they see fit, find another low hanging fruit to 
help incentivize developer to create long term housing

consider stop wasting tax dollars consider an incentive 
for builders and contractors to build affordable housing  
messing with strs is not going to fix the affordable 
housing problem

I've been a landlord for 36 years both long term and 
short term most long term tenants are destructive and 
have no respect for others properties short term tenants 
thru air bnb are clean, quiet and respectful  as   a 



What best describes you? 
(Check all that apply)

Do you currently live near 
a short-term rental?

Have you stayed in a short-
term rental within the past 
three years? 

What is your overall 
opinion of short-term 
rentals?

What best reflects 
your opinion of STRs in 
Ellsworth?

Should the City require 
short-term rentals to 
register? 

If registration and regulation were 
to move forward, which items 
should be included in the 
application? (check all that apply)

Smoke Detectors Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors

Fire Extinguisher(s) Code Compliant Exits Code Compliant 
Sleeping Rooms

Domestic Water and 
Wastewater Capacity 
(well & septic)

Exterior Lighting / 
Walkways 

Emergency 
Information Posted

How important are these safety elements where STRs are concerned?

125 Year-round Resident;Property 
Owner;Interested Citizen

Yes Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Local Emergency Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Liability Insurance

Important Important Important Important Important Unsure Important

126 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

No Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Proof of Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Liability Insurance;Allowable 
Occupancy

127 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident;STR Owner/Operator

Yes Frequently Somewhat Positive Current is About Right Unsure Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

Important Important Important Unsure Unsure Unsure Unsure

128 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Once or Twice Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Contact 
Info;Proof of Ownership;Bedroom 
Count

129 Property Owner Yes Never Very Positive Encourage More No Important Important

130 Residential Tenant;Year-round 
Resident

No Never Very Negative Reduce Number Yes Contact Info;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance;Presence of working 
smoke alarms

Important Important Important Important Important Important Not Important Important

131 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

No Never Somewhat Negative Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

132 Property Owner;Interested 
Citizen

Yes Frequently Very Positive Encourage More No Contact Info Important Important Important Important Important Important Important

133 Property Owner No Once or Twice Somewhat Positive Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance

Important

134 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Never Somewhat Negative Current is About Right Unsure Bedroom Count;Allowable 
Occupancy

Important

135 Property Owner;Year-round 
Resident

Yes Never Somewhat Negative Growth Should Be 
Managed

Yes Contact Info;Local Emergency 
Contact;Proof of 
Ownership;Bedroom 
Count;Allowable 
Occupancy;Parking;Liability 
Insurance



Colu
mn1

Should the City 
Conduct Inspections?

If registration  and 
regulation were to 
move forward, should 
there be a fee to cover 
administrative work?

If administrative fees 
are established, how 
should they be 
structured?

Should the state 
allocate a portion of 
the lodging tax 
collected back to the 
municipality from 
which it was collected?

What neighborhood 
characteristics do you 
value most? (Select up 
to 3)

Have STRs had an 
impact on your 
neighborhood?

What Should Our 
Priorities Be? (Select 
up to 3)

What is most important for the City to remember when 
considering STRs?

Anything else the City should consider? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts?

125 Annually Yes Per Unit Annually No Safety & Security;Peace 
& Quiet;Stable 
Neighbors

Yes Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Preserve 
Housing;STR's mean 
fewer year round 
rentals for LOCALS!

There are TOO MANY! Limit STR's STR's contribute to overcrowding, excessive traffic, too 
many people on hiking trails and everywhere else! No 
more STR's, no more hotels and no more 
campgrounds/RVparks!!!!!!

126 Annually;Complaint 
Based

Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Stable 
Neighbors

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

STRs can be used for drug usage and sales and we've 
witnessed guests snoring white powder in the field near 
the rental

STR use is detrimental to your neighborhood, septic 
capacity is another concern

renters speed sown our dead end street, very 
dangerous.  light pollution is another issue from 
excessive landscape and security lighting.

127 Unsure Yes Reduced Fee if the 
Property is Owner-
occupied

Yes Safety & Security;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Sense of 
Community

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support 
Tourism;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

Consider that some year-round residents use STR as a 
way to generate needed income. Homeowners who 
lease their property for part of the year, but for whom it 
is their primary residence, should not be treated the 
same as big businesses that come in and buy up 
property to operate at large scale. I'm not opposed to 
regulation and inspection, just advocate for a balanced 
approach that doesn't harm local homeowners who do 
light STR.

Consider that some year-round residents use STR as a 
way to generate needed income. Homeowners who 
lease their property for part of the year, but for whom it 
is their primary residence, should not be treated the 
same as big businesses that come in and buy up 
property to operate at large scale. I'm not opposed to 
regulation and inspection, just advocate for a balanced 
approach that doesn't harm local homeowners who do 
light STR.

Consider that some year-round residents use STR as a 
way to generate needed income. Homeowners who 
lease their property for part of the year, but for whom it 
is their primary residence, should not be treated the 
same as big businesses that come in and buy up 
property to operate at large scale. I'm not opposed to 
regulation and inspection, just advocate for a balanced 
approach that doesn't harm local homeowners who do 
light STR.

128 Annually;Complaint 
Based

Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Local 
Neighborhood 
Businesses

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement;Protectin
g Neighborhood 
Character

How they impact the housing market and availability for 
local year round residents.

129 No Inspections No Unsure Local Neighborhood 
Businesses;Well 
Maintained 
Properties;Walkability

No Fairness for 
Hosts;Support Tourism

STRs have improved the City by attracting tourists who 
spend money and renovating old houses and buildings. 
Owners of STRs are already able to regulate their own 
properties. They, of course, are concerned with guest 
safety. It is a service industry where you strive to give 

The City needs to remember that these are private 
properties and owner’s have the right to rent them 
however they wish. If there is a specific incident then the 
City can get involved with that specific owner.

Property owner’s are already paying very high taxes and 
insurance and sometimes mortgage payments. The 
profit margin is not that high. Any additional fees will 
need to be added to the nightly rates for guests. This 
may impact tourism.

130 Every Few Years Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Stable 
Neighbors;Walkability

Unsure Preserve 
Housing;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

STRs are displacing year-round residents and destroying 
Ellsworth’s sense of community.

There should be a cap on the number and type of STRs. 
Perhaps limit the number of different tenants any one 
property can have in a year. For example, you could 
allow rentals by the month rather than the week 
(discouraging quickies like the S&M rental described in 
the BDN last spring).
The alternative is to sit back and watch while the city 
turns into one big hotel, the schools shrink, and young 

I know there are people in town who believe they 
should be allowed to do whatever they wish with their 
properties.
The whole point of zoning is to allow the community as a 
whole to decide what kind of town we want to live 
in—taking into account affordability, walkability, local 
ownership, historic preservation, small business support, 
cultural offerings, citizen safety, noise levels, 

131 Initial Only;Annually Yes Annual Flat Fee;Unsure Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Stable 
Neighbors

No Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

I BELIEVE IN TOURISM, LOVE MY HOMETOWN 
ELLSWORTH, AND BELIEVE ESTABLISHED HOMEOWNERS 
PAYING PREMIUM TAXES SHOULD BE PRESERVED

RESPCT AND CONSIDERATION FOR RESPONSIBLE 
ELLSWORTH RESIDENTS.

THE PROBLEM IS NOT AS MYUCH THE RESPONSIBILITY 
OF THE RENTER AS IT IS THE LANDLORD. OUR 
NEIGHORHOOD WAS ORIGINALLY DESIGNED BY BOB 
(THEN POP RAY) AS A PEACEFUL ONE AND TRANSIENT 
TENANTS NOW CHANGE THE PEACEFUL COMMUNITY 
TENOR. CARELESS DOG WALKING,  VACATIONERS 

132 No Inspections No No Walkability;Well 
Maintained Properties

Yes Support Tourism;Guest 
Safety

Short-term rentals bring great business for all of 
Ellsworth it's also important for the city to remember 
that all the improvements that the owners of the short-
term rentals mostly older homes increasing the value 
the property. Increase tax value. The City is already 

Increased employment 
We pay lots of money every year to local plumbers, 
electricians, carpenters, browns appliance. Home depot, 
walmart because of STR'S

133 Annually Yes Per Unit Annually Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Well 
Maintained Properties

Yes Guest Safety;Preserve 
Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations

Limit STR to insure housing for all year renters Ellsworth should have a 5% tax on STR and hotel rooms While STR are guests they do need Ellsworth services 
and need to help pay for our services.

134 Annually Yes Per Unit 
Annually;Reduced Fee 
if the Property is 
Owner-occupied

Yes Peace & Quiet;Housing 
Affordability;Safety & 
Security

Yes Preserve 
Housing;Effective 
Enforcement

All cost for implementation and sustaining should be 
generated and paid for entirely through fees. 

maintaining local fire ponds in neighborhoods that the 
city required installation of

135 Unsure Yes Unsure Yes Peace & Quiet;Safety & 
Security;Stable 
Neighbors

Yes Preserve Housing;Clear 
Straightforward 
Regulations;Protecting 
Neighborhood 
Character

Impact on neighbors.  I live 2 houses away from an Air 
BNB, 'Acadia base camp'.  Look it up, it sleeps 10 people.

a dog park so people and dogs can socialize (benches so 
we can sit and talk to each other)


